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June 7, 2014  Prison Ministry
“Daniel 11” Verses 20-39 - Part 2
Last Sabbath we began a 3 part study on Daniel chapter 11. We left off with:

Daniel 11:19
“Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land: but he shall stumble and fall, and not be found.” 
This of course pertained to the fact that in 44 BC, Julius Caesar was assassinated. 

After Julius Caesar was assassinated, Cleopatra turned her affections to Mark Antony, the rival of Caesar’s heir Octavian.  Octavian later became Augustus Caesar. 

Octavian, later known as Augustus Caesar, defeated the combined forces of Cleopatra and Mark Antony. The next year Mark Antony committed suicide. Some said his suicide was engineered by Celopatra. 

When Cleopatra found out that she could not ingratiate herself with her affections to Octavian, she committed suicide with a cobra in 30 BC. 

We will now pick up with Daniel 11 verse 20.

Daniel 11:20  “Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes [in] the glory of the kingdom: but within few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle.”
“Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes …” Octavian , later known as Augustus Caesar 

Luke 2:1
“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.”

 Augustus, who succeeded Julius Caesar, is regarded as having established the Roman Empire, and after a reign of 40 years died peacefully in his bed in A.D. 14. 

Daniel 11:21 “And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.”
“… a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: …” Tiberius was lightly esteemed as he was not originally in line for succession to the throne since he was a stepson and only became the son of Augustus by adoption. 

“… but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.”  When Augustus died he ascended the throne peacefully through maneuverings of his mother Livia. 

Daniel 11:22 “And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the covenant.”      
“And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; …” 
Arms denote military and Tiberius was eminently successful in leading several military campaigns, both in Germany and Parthia. 

“yea, also the prince of the covenant …” 
It was when Tiberius reigned (A.D. 14-37 and upon the order of his procurator of Judea, Pontius Pilate, that Jesus was crucified in the year A.D. 31. 

Daniel 11:23 “And after the league [made] with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become strong with a small people.”
“And after the league [made] with him he shall work deceitfully: …”

The league Rome made with the Jews back in 161 BC was working well as Rome recognized participants in treaties as allies. Rome thus appeared in the role of friend and protector, only to “work deceitfully” by turning these agreements to her own afvantage. Eventually these allies were absorbed into the Roman Empire. 

Daniel 11:24 “He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do [that] which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: [yea], and he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time.”   
“… he shall do [that] which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; … for a time.” 

Daniel 11:24 is a 360 year prophecy regarding something that the Roman Empire was going to do that would have been unthinkable by the emperors who had gone before. Dating from 31 B.C. when Augustus defeated the forces of Mark Antony and Cleopatra in the battle of Actium, to A.D. 330 when Constantine moved the seat of his empire to Constantinople, turning over the seat of Rome to the bishops. 

Daniel 11:25 “And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great army; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him.”

“And he shall stir up his power …” This is a direct reference to the battle in 31 B.C. when Augustus defeated the combined forces of Mark Antony and Cleopatra, who was the king of the South and were soundly defeated.

The reign of Cleopatra VII over Egypt, as the last Pharaoh, lasted from 51 - 30 B.C., about twenty-one years. She was a member of the Greek family that made up the Ptolemaic dynasty. Her reign lasted until her suicide.

Cleopatra died on August 12, 30 B.C. from cobra snake venom, one year after Octavian had conquered Egypt. 

Daniel 11:26 “Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow: and many shall fall down slain.”

“… his army shall overflow: and many shall fall down slain.”
The political instability of the Roman Empire is acknowledged here in the period between Nero and Diocletian, as one army officer after another succeeded to the throne of the Caesars, often each at the price of the head of his predecessor.
The name Nero is proverbial for murder, rape, sodomy, incest, cruelty, and every kind of crime imaginable.  After Caligula and Claudius, he was the 3rd pagan Pontiff to relentlessly persecute the believers in the Messiah. In 65 AD, the mad Pontiff Nero married a male look-alike of his    murdered wife Poppaea Sabina. 

After learning that the pagan gods demanded the elimination of impious Christians, Roman Emperor Diocletian orders that a newly built church in Nicomedia be destroyed. He also orders that the scriptures be destroyed and any precious materials be seized. 

Daniel 11:27 “And both these kings' hearts [shall be] to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it shall not prosper: for yet the end [shall be] at the time appointed.”

“And both these kings' hearts …” This is the time where there was a struggle for power between Emperor Diocletian near the end of his reign (284-305) 
and Constantine the Great (306-337). After the death of Diocletian, Constantine the Great was successful in reuniting the empire (323-324). 
“… the end [shall be] at the time appointed.” Evil men and their doings can last only as long as God suffers them to continue, as we read the following in: Daniel 4:35 “And all the inhabitants of the earth [are] reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and [among] the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?”
Daniel 11:28 “Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart [shall be] against the holy covenant; and he shall do [exploits], and return to his own land.”

“Then shall he return …” This is a further development of the work of Constantine. 

“… against the holy covenant; …” Christ is spoken of as “prince of the covenant in verse 22, and it was He who was to “… confirm the covenant with many for one week.” Dan. 9:27. 
Although Constantine professed conversion to the Christian faith, he was actually “… against the holy covenant; …” His objective was to make use of Christianity as an instrument for uniting his empire and solidifying his control over it. He extended great favors to the church, but in return expected the church to support his political policies.
Daniel 11:29 “At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it shall not be as the former, or as the latter.”  

 “… it shall not be …”  In spite of all Constantine’s attempts to revive the former glory of the Roman Empire, his best efforts met with only partial success.       
  “… the former …”  The empire could not become as it was in former times and it is suggested that the removal of the empire to Constantinople was the beginning of the downfall of the Roman Empire.
   Daniel 11:30 “For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.”                            
“For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: …” The Roman Empire was under constant attacks by the barbarian hordes, such as the Vandals and Huns, as Pagan Rome was in serious decline, while the Papacy was slowly ascending in power.

“… have indignation against the holy covenant.” This was Rome’s efforts to destroy the holy covenant by suppression of the Holy Scriptures and the oppression of those that believed in them.   
“… have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.” The union of church and state was giving the Papacy incredible power and prestige amongst the nations.  
Daniel 11:31   “And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily [sacrifice], and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.” 

The word sacrifice is a supplied word that does not belong here. The word “daily” applies to Paganism. 

“… take away the daily …” The daily is paganism and the church ranks were swelling with pagans.

“… sanctuary of strength …” Rome was a center of pagan worship and housed many pagan gods.

“… and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.”  The work of the Papacy is here delineated. 

Daniel 11:31   “And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do [exploits].
“… he corrupt by flatteries: …” Satan gave both Pagan and Papal Rome its seat, power and authority. Satan is the author of flatteries, using smooth, slippery things to gain advantage by deception.
“… the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do [exploits].”  This refers to those of God’s people  who lived in lands under the jurisdiction of Rome,  and resisted the encroachments of the Papacy and maintained a bright faith, such as the Waldensians, the Albigensis and others. The true church  is distinguished not on ly in that they react against sin, but they carry forward a positive program of action for Jesus. 
Daniel 11:33 “And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, [many] days.”
“… shall instruct many:” Christ’s commission to his church is, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, …” (Mat. 28:19) and is as imperative in times of persecution as it is in periods of peace.   
“… yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, [many] days.” This refers to the 1,260 years of Papal persecution of God’s people where as many as 150 million people were killed for their pure faith.    
Daniel 11:34 “Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.” 
“… with a little help: …”   Throughout the bitter days of apostasy and persecution, described in verse 33, God repeatedly sent His sorely pressed people “a little help” in the person of leaders who spoke forth in the darkness, calling for a return to the principles of the Scriptures; such as the Waldensian ministers of the 12th century; John Wycliffe of England in the 14th century; Huss and Jerome or Prague in the 15th century; and the Protestant Reformation which began in the 16th century.                        

 Daniel 11:35 “And [some] of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make [them] white, [even] to the time of the end: because [it is] yet for a time appointed.”     
“… and to make [them] white, ...” At times God allows His children to suffer, even to the point of death, that their characters may be purified and made fit for heaven. 

“… the time of the end: …” This expression is used in Dan. 8:17; 11:40: 12:4, 9. Used here it is definitely related to the 1,260 years which concluded in 1798, marking the beginning of the time of the end. 

“… because it is yet for a time appointed.” 
“The Lord has a time appointed when He will bind off the work; but when is that time? When the truth proclaimed for these last days shall go forth as a witness to all nations, then shall the end come.”    PM 390.0 

Daniel 11:36 “And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.”
“And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, …”  This statement is indeed referring to the Papacy. 

“… and magnify himself above every god, …” This part of the verse is in parallel to Daniel 8:11, 25; and 2 Thes. 2;4; Revelation 13:2, 6; 18:7.  The Papal claim is that he is the vicegerent of Christ on earth, in the power claimed for the priesthood, and in the “power of the keys”- the authority to open and close heaven to men. 

“… and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, …”  This part of the verse is in parallel to Daniel 7:11, 25; and 2 Thes. 2;4; Revelation 13:5, 6. 

“… shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: …” The indignation would be the seven last plagues, when the Papacy shall come to its final end. 

Daniel 11:37 “Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.” 
“… nor the desire of women, …” 
Celibacy is here intended in this verse. Since the 12th century celibacy has been the rule for Roman Catholic clergy, though clerical celibacy was never adopted by Protestantism. 

“… nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all …” 

The Papacy regards itself as the spokesman for God and does not regard God as He should be regarded. It blasphemously seeks to put itself in His place. 
Daniel 11:38 “But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.”

“But in his estate …”  Means in his place, in the place of the true God. 
“… shall he honour the God of forces …”  
This is a reference to the prayers directed to the Virgin Mary and many of the saints deified by the church. 

“… and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.” 
This is a reference to the priceless gifts that have been bestowed on the Virgin Mary and the saints. 
Daniel 11:39 “Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge [and] increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.”
“… do in the most strong holds …” This pertains to the support that the Roman Catholic Church has given to the worship of ”ptotectors” – the saints – and to festivals held in various cities around the world in honor of the sacrifice of the mass and th virgin Mary.                    

 “… and shall divide the land for gain.” These words met their fulfillment in Papal domination over temporal rulers and in frequent receipts of revenue from them. 
 We conclude today’s part 2 of Daniel Chapter 11. Next Sabbath we will pick up with Daniel 11 verse 40 in Part 3. 
